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The forty-sixth subject is this, that, when people become fourteen years of age, it
is necessary to tie on the sacred thread-girdle [kusti], because the high-priests
have said that it is likewise necessary to take into account those nine months that

they have been in the womb of the mother

For in our religion there is no duty better than wearing the sacred thread-girdle ,
and it is incumbent on man and woman. And, in former days, if any one should
have become completely fifteen years of age, and should not have worn the
sacred thread-girdle, they would have done for him by stoning, as bread and

water are forbidden (‘haram) for him
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