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Karl Marx, Capital, Volume I (London: Penguin,

1990), p. 165.

See Jacques Ranciere, Proletarian Nights: The Workers' Dream in Nineteenth-Century
France (London: Verso, 2012)

See Pierre Bourdieu et al., The Weight of the World: Social Suffering in Contemporary
Society (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1999 ).

Barrington Moore, Injustice: The Social Bases of Obedience and Revolt (New York:

Random House, 1979), esp. ch. 14.
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Wolfgang Schieder, "Sozialismus", in 0. Brunner,

W. Conze, and R. Koselleck, eds, Geschichtliche Grundbegriffe: Historisches Lexikon zur
politisch- sozialen Sprache in Deutsch/and, Vol. 5 (Stuttgart: Klett-Cotta, 1984), pp. 923-96,
here: pp. 924-7.

Ibid., pp. 930-4.

Ibid., pp. 934-9. Carl Grunberg traces this new usage of the term "socialist" to the followers of
Robert Owen in England in the 1820s: "Der Ursprung der Worte 'Sozialismus' und 'Sozialist"',
Archiv fur die Geschichte des Sozialismus und der Arbeiterbewegung, Vol. 2 (1912), pp. 372-9.
Hans Heinz Holz, "Einleitung", in H.H. Holz, ed.,

G.W. Leibniz, Politische Schriften II (Frankfurt/ Main: Europaische Verlagsanstalt, 1967), pp. 5-
20.

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, "Sozietat und Wirtschaft" [1671], in Politische Schriften II, pp. 127-
30, here: p. 129.

Charles Fourier, The Theory of the Four Movements

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996),p. xviii.

It was only after Owen had visited Fourier in Paris in 19 37 that they both decided to present
themselves as being "socialists". See Schieder, "Socialism", p. 936.

On the origin and history of socialism, see George Lichtheim, Urspriinge des Sozialismus
(Giitersloh: Bertelsmann, I 969 ); Kurze Geschichte des Sozialismus (Frankfurt/Main, Vienna
and Zurich: Kiepenhauer & Witsch, 1977); G.D.H. Cole, Socialist Thought, Vol. I: The
Forerunners 1789-1850 (London: Macmillan & Co., 1955); Jacques Droz, ed., Histoire generate

de socialisme, Vol. 2, I875-1918 (Paris: PUF, 1997). An interesting analysis in the sociology of



knowl- edge is provided by Robert Wuthnow, Communities of Discourse: Ideology and Social
Structure in the Reformation, the Enlightenment, and European Socialism (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1989), part III.

9 Emile Durkheim, Socialism and Saint Simon (London: Routledge, 19 59), p. 19: "We denote as
socialist every doctrine which demands the connec- tion of all economic functions, or of certain
of them, which are at the present time diffuse, to the direct- ing and conscious centers of society."
John Dewey provides a very similar definition in his Lectures in China, 1919-1920 (Honolulu, HI:
University of Hawai'i Press, 1973 ), pp. n71{f.

10 On this connection to the ideals of the French Revolution, see Wuthnow, Communities of
Discourse, pp. 370off.

11 John Stuart Mill, "Chapters on Socialism", in Principles of Political Economy (Oxford: Oxford
Paperbacks, 1998), pp. 369-436; Joseph Schumpeter, "Sozialistische Moglichkeiten von heute",
in Aufsatze zur okonomischen Theorie (Tiibingen: Mohr, 1952), pp. 465-5Io.

12 Robert Owen, "A New View of Society" [I813- 1816] in A New View of Society and Other
Writings (London: Penguin Classics, 1991), pp. raff.; on Owen, see also Cole, Socialist Thought,
Vol. I, chs IX and XI; Droz, ed., Geschichte des Sozialismus, Vol. II, pp. 29-48.

13 Gottfried Salomon-Delatour, ed., Die Lehre Saint-Simons (Neuwied: Luchterhand 1962);

Droz, ed., Geschichte des Sozialismus, vol. II, pp. 113-

14 Fourier, The Theory of the Four Movements, p. xviii; Droz, ed., Geschichte des Sozialismus,
Vol. II, pp. 131-43

15 See Cole, Socialist Thought, Vol. I, ch. XIX.

16 Louis Blanc, L'organisation du travail (Paris: Nouveau Monde, 18 50), p. 27.

17 On these differentiations, see Cole, Socialist Thought, Vol. I, chs XV and XIX

18 The distinction I hereby make between two views of "socialism" is similar to the one made by
David Miller, who distinguishes between two different socialist critiques of capitalism, one of
which appeals to principles of distributive justice, the other of which to a certain "quality of life."
David Miller, "In What Sense Must Socialism Be Communitarian?", Social Philosophy and

Policy, vol. 6, no. 2 (1989), pp. 51-73
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19 Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, Les confessions d'un revo-lutionnaire (Paris: Garnier Freres, 1851), p.
233

20 Ibid

21 See especially Proudhon's considerations on the principle of "mutuality", ibid., p. 2.42.

22 In the following I will only discuss the works of Marx to the extent that it is relevant to the self-
12. understanding of the socialist movement. In no way do I intend to undertake a fundamental
discussion of his theory as a whole. Much could be said about this on various points.

23 Karl Marx, "Excerpts from James Mill's Elements of Political Economy" [1844], in Karl Marx:
Early Writings (London: Penguin, 1992), pp. 259-78; see also, among others, Daniel Brudney,
"The Young Marx and the Middle-Aged Rawls", in J. Mandie
and D. Reidy, eds, A Companion to Rawls (London: Wiley-Blackwell, 2014), pp. 450-71; see on
the entire topic: David Archard, "The Marxist Ethic of Self-Realization: Individuality and
Community", Royal Institute of Philosophy Lecture Series, vol. 22 (1987), pp. 19-34.

24 Marx, "Excerpts from James Mill's Elements of Political Economy", p. 266

25 1Ibid., p. 275

26 Ibid., p. 275-6

27 lIbid., p. 277

28 Sece the interpretation of this passage offered by Brudney, "Der junge Marx und der mittler
Rawls" pp. 127-33.

29 Mrzx, " Excerpt from James Mill's Elements of political Economy", p. 277

30 Brudney, "The Young Marx and the Middle-Aged Rawls", p. 454

31 On this decisive step, see Jerome B. Schneewind, The Invention of Autonomy (Cambridge
University Press, 1998), chs 22 and'23

32 Isaiah Berlin, "Two Concepts of Liberty," in Liberty (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002),
pp. 166-217,

33 On Rousseau, see Frederick Neuhauser, Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality,
and the Drive for Recognition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008}, esp. pp. 76, 122, 148-5I;

on Marx, see Lawrence A. Hamilton, The Political Philosophy of Needs (Cambridge University

Yoy



Press, 2003), pp. 53-62

34 Friedrich August von Hayek, The Constitution of Library (Chicago, IL Univ. of Chicago Press,
1960)

35 Quentin Skinner, Liberty Before Liberalism (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998),
Philip Pettit, Just Freedom: A Moral Compass for a Complex World (New York, Norton, 2024)

36 On Hegel's concept of freedom, see Axel Honneth, "Von der Armut unserer Freiheit: GroBe und
Grenzen der hegelschen Sittlichkeitslehre", in A. Honneth & G. Hindrichs, eds Freiheit:
Internationaler Hegelkongress 201 I (Frankfurt/Main: Klostermann, 2013),pp. 13-30

37 On this differentiation, see the excellent study by Andrew Mason, Community, Solidarity and
Belonging: Levels of Community and their Normative Significance (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2000), esp. ch. I.1, pp. 17-41.

38 Joseph Raz, The Morality of Freedom (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1986}, pp. 307-n: see
also Mason, Community, Solidarity and Belonging,pp. 55f

39 On this kind of holistic individualism, see Philip Pettit, The Common Mind: An Essay on
Psychology, Society, and Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993}, pp. i71ff.

40 It might seem surprising at first glance that "fra- ternity" or "solidarity" should also belong to the
principles of legitimation established in our modern democratic societies. But we can easily get a
sense of this fact if we consider the idea of distributional justice, deeply anchored in democratic
culture and demanding redistribution in favor of those who are worse off, thus appealing to a
feeling of solidarity among all members of society. See John Rawls, A Theory of Justice

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), pp. 9oft.
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See again Miller, "In What Sense Must Socialism Be Communitarian?".

Pettit, The Common Mind, pp. 27rff.

. Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of
Nationalism (London: Verso, 199 1 ); see also Mason, Community, Solidarity and Belonging, pp
38-40

Rawls, A Theory of Justice, pp. 9off,

. The term "Western Marxism" was coined by Maurice Merleau-Ponty in Adventures of the
Dialectic (Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press, 1973 ). Ever since, it has been projected
onto a very heterogeneous tradition — spanning from Lukacs to Marcuse - of unorthodox, criti-
cal Marxism. For an overview, see Martin Jay, Marxism and Totality: The Adventures of a
Concept from Lukacs to Habermas (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, r984). For a
Trotskyist and thus negative view, see the summary offered by Perry rr5, Anderson,
Considerations on Western Marxism ) London: Verso, 1976)

For an initial overview, see Eduard Heimann, Geschichte dervolkswirtschaftlichen
Lehrmeinungen (Frankfurt/Main: Klostermann, 1949), ch. V-3 II, pp. 113-30.
Salomon-Delatour, ed., Die Lehre Saint-Simons, esp. pp. 112-30; see also the overview offered

by Cole, Socialist Thought, chs IV and V; Droz, ed., Geschichte des Sozialismus, Vol. II, pp,
113-30

See Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, Theorie de la propriete (Paris: Lacroix, Verboeckhoven et Cie,
1871); on Proudhon's "anarchism", see Jacques Droz, ed., Geschichte des Sozialismus, Vol.III:

Sozialismus und Arbeiterbewegung bis zum Ende der . Internationale (Frankfurt/Main:
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Suhrkamp, 19830

Karl Marx "On the Jewish Question", in Karl Marx: Early Writings, pp. 2rr-4r.

Ibid., p. 221

Ibid., p. 219V

From among the diverse literature on Marx's argu- ment, here are only two contributions
Frederick Neuhauser, "Marx (und Hegel) zur Philosophie der Freiheit", in Jaeggi & Loick. eds,
Nach Marx, pp. 25-4 7; Catherine Colliot-Thelene, La democratie sans demos (Paris: PUF,
2orr), pp. 45-54.

See Schieder, "Sozialismus", pp. 990ff; on the his- tory of the party name "social democracy",
see ibid., pp. 977f. On the history of German social democracy, see Detlef Lehnert,
Sozialdemokratie zwischen Protestbewegung und Regierungspartei 1848-1983 (Frankfurt/Main:
Suhrkamp, 1983).

Eduard Bernstein offers an entirely different argument here, being the only intellectual in the
6 workers' movement to think through the theoreti- cal weaknesses of industrialist socialism
already at the beginning of the twentieth century. For him, democracy represents the moral
core of all social- ist aims, because it represents not only a political form of government based
on the majority prin- ciple, but also the adequate form of organizing social life as a whole.
Bernstein thus speaks quite presciently of "democracy" as the "organization of freedom", of
freedom". Eduard Bernstein, "Der sozialistische Begriff der Demokratie", in
Sozialdemokratische Volkerpolitik: Gesammelte Aufsatze (Leipzig:
VerlagNaturwissenschaften, 1917), pp. 316-26

See Neuhouser, "Marx (und Hegel) zur Philosophie der Freiheit".

See Axel Honneth, Freedom's Right, ch. C.I11.3.

See Salomon-Delatour, ed., Die Lehre Saint-Simons, pp. 103-u; see also Droz, ed., Geschichte

des Sozialismus, pp. u7-21.

The assumption of such a shared interest among all workers can be clearly seen in Louis Blanc,
L'organisation du travail, p. 71; Proudhon also speaks in the same sense of the "destiny" of all

workers; see, for instance, his Theorie de la pro- priete, p. 104
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

V On this problem see Cornelius Castoriadis, The Imaginary Institution of Society (Cambridge,
MA: MIT Press, 1998), Part [; Jean L. Cohen, Class and Civil Society: The Limits of Marxian
Critical Theory (Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts Press, 1982). On the tension
between Marx's systematic and historical writings, see Axel Honneth, "Die Moral im 'Kapital':
Versuch einer Korrektur der Marxschen Okonomiekritik", in Jaeggi & Loick, eds, Nach Marx,
pp. 350-63.

See Karl Marx, Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844 (Mineola, NY: Dover,
2007)

See Marx's well-known formulations in Capital, Vol. 1, pp. 929f

Institute for Sozialforschung, ed., Studien uber Autoritat und Familie [Studies on  Authority
and the Family] (Paris: Librairie Felix Akan, 1936); Erich Fromm, Arbeiter und Angestellte am
Vorabend des Dritten Reiches: eine sozialpsychologische Untersuchung, revised and with an
introduction by Wolfgang Bonss (Stuttgart: Deutsche Verlagsanstalt, 1980)

See Daniel Bell, The Coming of Post-Industrial Society: A Venture in Social Forecasting (New
York: Basic Books, 1973).

See Josef Mooser, Arbeiterleben in Deutsch/and 1900-1970 (Frankfurt/Main: Suhrkamp,
1984), pp. 184f.)

An awareness of this fact within radical socialism can most clearly be seen in the French
postwar movement "Socialisme ou Barbarie". See Cornelius Castoriadis, "Socialism or
Barbarism", in D.A. Curtis, ed., Cornelius Castoriadis: Political and Social Writings, Vol. I,
1946-1955 (Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 1988); on this group, see
Frarn;ois Dosse, Castoriadis: Une Vie (Paris: La Decouverte, 2014), chs 3 and 4. See the
influential study by Andre Gorz, Abschied vom Proletariat: Jenseits des Sozialismus (Reinbek
bei Hamburg: Rowohlt, 1984). In the radical left thought of post-operaism, we find a reflection
of the awareness of the decline of the workers' movement in the replacement of the industrial
prole- tariat by the "multitude" as an addressee of socialist theory: Michael Hardt & Antonio
Negri, Empire (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2000). The process of coping with

the disappearance of what was once thought to be the "revolutionary" class takes place for the
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

most part in literature, film and music. See Alan Sillitoe, The Loneliness of the Long Distance
Runner (1959); Bob Dylan, Workingman's Blues #2, 2006 ("Modern Times"). An impressively
sociological account of the dis- solution of the classical proletariat can be found in Jefferson
Cowie, Stayin' Alive: The r970s and the Last Days of the Working Class (New York: The New
Press, 2010).
See, e.g., Gerald A. Cohen, Self-Ownership, Freedom and Equality (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 199 5).
On this tradition in the philosophy of history, to which many representatives of early socialism
adhere, see Robert Nisbet, History of the Idea of Progress (New York: Transaction, 1980), part
IL, ch. 6
See Salomon-Delatour, ed., Die Lehre Saint-Simons, pp. 5 5-66; see also Cole, Socialist
Thought, chs IV and V.

Salomon-Delatour, ed., Die Lehre Saint-Simons, pp. 125-30
Cole, Socialist Thought, p. 169.
Ibid., p. 208.
Karl Marx, The Poverty of Philosophy (Moscow: Progress Publishers, 19 55).
On this tension, see Castoriadis, The Imaginary Institution of Society, ch, 1,
Karl Marx & Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto (London: Penguin Classics, 2002)
Here is only one of the many formulations Marx employs to describe this "law": Capital, Vol.
L
Gerald A. Cohen, Karl Marx's Theory of History: A Defence (Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 1978).
See'Theodor W. Adorno, "The Idea of Natural History", Telos, no. 60 (1984), pp. 111-24;

Alfred Schmidt, The Concept of Nature in Marx (London: Verso, 2014), esp. ch. III.
See, e.g., Dieter Groh, Negative Integration und revolutionarer Attentismus: Die V deutsche

Sozialdemokratiec am Vorabend des Ersten Weltkriegs (Frankfurt/Main: Ullstein, 1974).
See, e.g., the debates documented in the following publications: Hans-Jorg Sandkiihler, ed.,

Marxismus und Ethik: Texte zum neukantianischen Sozialismus (Frankfurt/Main: Suhrkamp,
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1974); Nikolai Bucharin & Abram Deborin, Kontroversen uber dialektischen und
mechanistischen Materialismus (Frankfurt/Main: Suhrkamp, 1974).

40. See John Dewey, Liberalism and Social Action,in The Later Works Vol. II (193 5-1937)
(Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press, 1980), pp. 1-65; Maurice Merleau- Ponty
presents a similar consid- eration against orthodox Marxism in Adventures of the Dialectic,
pp. 521t.

41. See, e.g., Nisbet, History of the Idea of Progress, Part II, ch. 6 (New York: W.W. Norton,

1996), ch. II.
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Castoriadis, "Socialism or Barbarism"; The revisions proposed by the Yugoslavian group "Praxis"
should also be mentioned in this context, e.g. Predrag Vranicki, Marxismus und Sozialismus
(Frankfurt/Main: Suhrkamp, 1985); Gajo Petrovic, Wider den autoritdren Marxismus

(Frankfurt/Main: Europaische Verlagsanstalt, 1969).

Jurgen Habermas, "What Does Socialism Mean Today?" in R. Blackburn, ed., After the Fail: The
Failure of Communism and the Future of Socialism (New York: Verso, 1991), pp. 25—46.

See John Roemer, ed., Analytical Marxism (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986);
G.A. Cohen, Self-Ownership, Freedom, and Equality (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
199 5). A very convincing account of the practical and political deficit of analytical Marxism
can be found in Joshua Cohen and Joel Rogers, "My Utopia or Yours", in E.O. Wright, ed.,
Equal Shares: Making Market Socialism Work (London/New York: Verso, 1996), pp. 93—
109.

On the significance and the limits of Marx' economic theory, see Heimann, Geschichte der

volkswirtschaftlichen Lehrmeinungen, ch. VL.

On this discussion, see Wright, ed., Equal Shares.
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5 A major exception in Marx' work, in which he usually speaks of "capitalism" as an "eternal
structure” (Max Weber) can be found in his "Inaugural Address of the International Workers'
Association" , in which he speaks of a struggle between the "political economy of the middle
class" and that of the "working class" over the best mode of production. In this context he calls

nn

the "co-operative movement" and "co-operative factories" "great social experiments", as if he
wished to concede that the task of "social production controlled by social foresight" is a matter of
experimentally exploring the possibilities of the (capitalist) market: Karl Marx, "Inaugural
Address of the Working Men's International Association", in Marx and Engels: Collected Works,
Vol. 20 (Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1982), pp. 5—13. For a critique of Marx' understanding of

capitalism as a system that operates according to timeless laws, see Honneth, "Die
Moral im 'Kapital': Versuch einer Korrektur der Marxschen Okonomiekritik".

6 On the first tendency, see Thomas Piketty, Capital in the Twenty-First Century (Cambridge, MA:
Belknap, 2014); on the second tendency, see Wolfgang Streeck, Buying Time: The Delayed
Crisis of Democratic Capitalism (London: Verso, 2014), esp. ch. IlL.

7 Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (London: Penguin Classics, 1999); see Lisa Herzog,
Inventing the Market: Smith, Hegel, and Political Thought (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2013).

8 On the distinctions between these three models, see Erik Olin Wright, Envisioning Real Utopias
(London: Verso, 2010), ch. 7.

9 Herzog, Inventing the Market; Samuel Fleischacker, On Adam Smith's 'Wealth of Nations": A
Philosophical Companion (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2004), part I1.

10 See Dewey, Liberalism and Social Action, pp. 41—65. 12 Ibid.; see also John Dewey, "The
Inclusive Philosophic Idea", in Later Works, Vol. 3, pp. 41—54. See also John Dewey,
Experience and Nature, The Later Works of John Dewey, Vol. 1 (Carbondale, IL:

Southern Illinois University Press, 1988), ch. 5.

13 Dewey, "The Inclusive Philosophic Idea", p. 43.



14 Dewey, Lectures in China, 1919—1920, pp. 64—71. I owe this reference to the particularity of
Dewey's approach to Arvi Sarkeld; see his essay "Ein Drama in drei Akten: Der Kampf um
offentliche Anerkennung nach Dewey und Hegel", Deutsche Zeitschrift fir Philosophie, vol. 61

(2013), pp. 681—96.

15 John Dewey clearly saw the resemblance of his own conception of a force within the "social" that
brushes aside limitations on communication to Hegel's idea of historical progress. See John
Dewey, "Lecture on Hegel", in J.R. Shock & J.A. Good, John Dewey's Philosophy of Spirit (New
York: Fordham University Press, 2010). For an interpretation of Hegel's philosophy of history in
the sense mentioned here, see the impressive interpretation provided by Rahel Jaeggi,

Kritik von Lebensformen (Berlin: Suhrkamp, 2013), pp. 423ff.

16 On the logic of such a historical experimentalism, see ibid., ch. 10.1.

'

17 In my view this is what separates socialism from the theoretical self-understanding of John Rawls
conception of justice, which he has continually refined over the years with astounding clarity and
caution. Rawls believes that the task of a political conception of justice is to draw the attention of
the members of democratic societies to the principles of fairness to which they must consent
given the ideals they already accept, thus reconciling these ideals with already existing
institutions (John Rawls, Justice as Fairness: A Restatement (Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press,
2001)). By contrast, socialism, believing itself to be the expression of a historical tendency, seeks
to point out those unfulfilled promises in the existing social order, the fulfillment of which
requires a transformation of institutional structures. The distinction between the two theories,
therefore, does not merely concern their ethical point of reference individual autonomy in Rawls'
case, social freedom in socialism's case but also their practical and political perspective. Rawls

aims at ethical reconciliation, while socialism must strive for permanent transgression.
18 Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, Solution of the Social Problem, cited in Cole, Socialist Thought, p. 217.

19 See the famous formulation by Dewey with reference to the idea of democracy: "Regarded as an
idea, democracy is not an alternative to other principles of associated life. It is the idea of

community life itself.
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It is an ideal in the only intelligible sense of an ideal: namely, the tendency and movement of
some thing which exists carried to its final limit, viewed as completed, perfected" (John
Dewey, "The Public and its Problems" in John Dewey: The Later Works, 1925-1953, Vol. 2

(Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press, 1984), p. 328).

20 The premise for this task is the same that guided Marx, and it consists in viewing the capitalist
economy as being already mediated or co-produced by the theoretical terminology of dominant
economic theory, meaning that we can only call reality into question by criticizing the theory. See
especially Michael Theunissen, "Mdglichkeiten des Philosophierens heute"”, in Negative
Theologie der Zeit (Frankfurt/Main: Suhrkamp, 1991), pp. 13—36, esp. pp. 21{f. Unlike Marx, I
believe that the object of such a critique of the dominant economic theory should not be the

concept of the "market" itself, rather its internal melding with capitalist particularities.

21 Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of Our Time
(Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 2001); Amitai Etzioni, The Moral Dimensions: Towards a New
Economy (New York: The Free Press, 1988); Albert O. Hirschman, Entwicklung, Markt, Moral:
Abweichende Bemerkungen (Munich/Vienna: Hanser, 1989). On the significance of Etzioni and
Hirschman in this context, see Axel Honneth, Vivisektionen eines Zeitalters: Portrits zur
Ideengeschichte des 20. Jahrhunderts (Berlin: Suhrkamp, 2014), chs 7 and 8. 22 Friedrich
Kambartel, Philosophie und politische
Okonomie (Géttingen: Wallstein, 1998), esp. pp. 11-40

23 1Ibid., p. 25.

24 See John Roemer, "Ideology, Social Ethos, and the Financial Crisis", Journal of Ethics, vol. 16, no. 3
(2012), pp. 273—303.

25 On the problematic issue of the right to inheritance, see Jens Beckert, Unverdientes Vermogen: Zur
Soziologie des Erbrechts (Frankfurt/Main: Campus, 2004); Beckert, "Erbschaft und
Leistungsprinzip", in Erben in der Leistungsgesellschaft (Frankfurt/ Main: Campus, 2013), pp. 41—
64; on the idea of common ownership among producers, see Kambartel, Philosophie und politische

Okonomie, PP. 32ff.
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27

28

ith the term "end in view" Dewey sought to express the fact that final aims should never be
understood as fixed goals, but rather as variables that must be constantly adapted to new
experiences: The "end in view" is a "constant and cumulative reenactment at each stage of
forward movement. It is no longer a up to it; it is the continual developing meaning of present
tendencies the very thing as directed we call 'means'. The process is art and its product, no
matter at what stage it be taken, is a work of art." If socialism had adopted this transformed
understanding of ends and means at a much earlier stage, it would have been spared many of
the evils deriving from the use of the term "final aim" (Dewey, Experience and Nature, p.
280).

For a clear overview of the fronts in this debate, see Karl Polanyi, "Die funktionelle Theorie der
Gesellschaft und das Problem der sozialistischen Rechnungslegung (Eine Erwiderung an
Professor Mises und Dr. Felix Weil)" , in: Okonomie und Gesellschaft (Frankfurt/Main:

Campus, 1979, pp. 81-90). (I owe this reference to Christoph Deutschmann.)

For the first alternative, see Michael Nance, "Honneth's Democratic Sittlichkeit and Market

Socialism" (unpublished manuscript) (2014); John Roemer, A Future for Socialism (Cambridge, MA:

Harvard University Press, 1994); for the other alternative, see Diane Elson, "Markt-Sozialismus Oder

Sozialisierung des Marktes", Prokla, vol. 20, no. 78 (1990), pp. 60—106. The distinction between

these two types of post-capitalist economic systems is similar to the distinction John Rawls makes

between "property-owning democracy" and "liberal socialism" (Rawls, Justice as Fairness, pp. 215—

18). For an overview, see Jon Elster and Karl Ove Moene, eds, Alternatives to Capitalism

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989).

On this principle, see the valuable study by Michael Festl, Gerechtigkeit als historischer

Experimentalismus: Gerechtigkeitstheorie nach der pragmatischen Wende der Erkenntnistheorie

(Konstanz: Konstanz University Press, 2015), pp. 407—9. On the extremely difficult question posed

to me by Andrea Esser about how socialist experiments in the past could be falsified today given

historically changed conditions, the following principle is a good start: Experiments resulting in the
violation of established practices for will-formation in line with the rule of law must be viewed as

having failed.
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29 On the task of putting together such an "encyclopedia of past cases" in connection with historical
experimentalism, see again the study by Michael Festl, Gerechtigkeit als historischer
Experimentalismus, pp. 402—23.

30 The poor state that the project of socialism finds itself in today is made apparent by the fact that
hardly any of these documents can currently be found in an edited form. The ups and downs of the
movement can be easily traced by looking at the offerings in bookstores: Whereas 40 or 50 years ago
the publisher Rowohlt offered a solid collection of books on "socialism and anarchism" which
contained important testaments from the past, it has long since disappeared from the list of deliverable
publications.

31 Wright, Envisioning Real Utopias, esp. ch. 7.

32 See Festl, Gerechtigkeit als historischer Experimentalismus, pp. 387ff.

33 On the situation of the service proletariat today, see the following two impressive studies: Friederike
Bahl, Lebensmodelle in der Dienstleistungsgesellschaft (Hamburg: HIS, 2014); Philipp Staab, Macht
und Herrschaft in der Servicewelt (Hamburg: HIS, 2014).

34 On the status of this Kantian concept in the philosophy of history, see Axel Honneth, "The
Irreducibility of Progress: Kant's Account of the Relationship Between Morality and History", in
Pathologies of Reason: On the Legacy of Critical Theory (New York: Columbia University Press,
2009).

35 On the status of this Kantian concept in the philoso- phy of history, see Axel Honneth, "The
Irreducibility of Progress: Kant's Account of the Relationship Between Morality and History", in

Pathologies of Reason: On the Legacy of Critical Theory (New York: Columbia University Press,

2009).
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Conversely, this means that wherever the term "dem- ocratic socialism" was not used, there
remained a conceptually opaque opposition between "democ- racy" and
"socialism/communism". An example of this can be found in Arthur Rosenberg, Democracy
and Socialism: A Contribution to the Political History of the Past 1Jo Years (London: Bell,
1939).

See the illuminating overview by Niklas Luhmann,

Die Gesellschaft der Gesellschaft (Frankfurt/Main: Suhrkamp, 1997), ch. 4.VII, pp. 707-43. A
good account of the problem can also be found in Hartmann Tyrell, " Anfragen an die Theorie
der gesellschaftlichen Differenzierung", Zeitschrift fur Soziologie, vol. 7, no. 2 (1978), pp. 175-
93.

On all the differentiations made by early liber- als, see Stephen Holmes, "Differenzierung und
Arbeitsteilung im Denken des Liberalismus", in

N. Luhmann, ed., Soziale Differenzierung (Opladen: Westdeutscher Verlag, 1985 ), pp. 9-41.
G.W.F. Hegel, Elements of the Philosophy of Right (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
1991).

Karl Marx Critique of Hegel's 'Philosophy of Right', J. O'Malley, ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1970).

On this perspective, in opposition to Niklas Luhmann's approach, see Uwe Schimank & Ute
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10.

1.

12.

13.

Volkmann, "Okonomisierung der Gesellschaft", in A. Maurer, ed., Handbuch der
Wirtschaftssoziologie (Wiesbaden: Springer Verlag, 2008), pp. 382-93

Jurgen Habermas, Between Facts and Norms (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1996), ch.3

Ibid.. ch.4

On this problem, see Wolfgang Mager, "Republik", in Geschichtliche Grundbegriffe:
Historisches Lexikon zur politisch-sozialen Sprache in Deutschland, Vol. 5, pp. 549-651 here:
pp. 639-48. In this subchapter on the discussion in the German workers' movement over
socialists' relation to republicanism, it is also mentioned that both Marx ("Critique of the Gotha
Program", in Karl Marx: Selected Writings, Lawrence H. Simon, ed. (Indianapolis, IN: Hackett,
1994), pp. 315-32) and Engels (Friedrich Engels, "A Critique of the Draft Social-Democratic
Program of 1891", in Marx/Engels Selected Works, Vol. 3 Moscow: Progress Publishers)
occasionally agreed for tactical reasons to the aims of democratic republicanism. The extremely
problematic relationship between the socialists and radical republicanism is also dealt with in
Robert Wuthnow's Communities of Discourse, pp. 367££.

On Julius Frobel, see Jurgen Habermas, "Popular Sovereignty as Procedure", in Between Facts
and Norms, pp. 463-90; on Leon Gambetta, see Daniel Mollenhauer, Auf der Suche nach der
"wahren Republik ": Die franzosischen "radicaux" in der fruhen Dritten Republik (1870-1890),
esp. chs. 3,4 and 5.

See his posthumously published polemic: Pierre- Joseph Proudhon, La Pornocratie, ou Les
femmes dans Les temps modernes Paris: A. Lacroix, 1875).

On the role of Barthelemy-Prosper Enfantin in connection with the use of Saint-Simonism for
the aims of women's liberation, see Salomon-Delatour's "Introduction", in Die Lehre Saint-
Simons, pp. 9-31, esp. pp. 20ff.

Friedrich Engels, The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State (London: Penguin
Classics, 2010). For a critique on Engels' text, especially its "economic monism", see Simone de

Beauvoir, The Second Sex (New York: Vintage Books, 1989), p.52.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

See Honneth, Freedom's Right, ch. C.111.r.

On the unfortunate relationship between the work- ers' movement and the women's movement in
the second half of the nineteenth century, see Ute Gerhard, Frauenbewegung und Feminismus:
Eine Geschichte seit 1789 (Munich: Beck, 2009), pp. 57-9.See also Mechthild Merfeld, Die
Emanzipation der Frau in der sozialistischen Theorie und Praxis Praxis (Reinbek bei Hamburg:
Rowohlt, 1972), part 2.

See the illuminating reconstruction by Antje Schrupp, "Feministischer Sozialismus? Gleichheit
und Differenz in der Geschichte des Sozialismus", available at:
https://www.antjeschrupp.de/feministis cher-sozialismus/.

August Behel comes closest to the notion that women's liberation from the constraints of tradi-
tional understandings of marriage and the family requires an independent semantics of freedom
with his classic work Woman and Socialism (New York: Socialist Literature Co., 1910).
However, even Behel has the tendency to regard "bourgeois marriage" as a "result of bourgeois
property relations" and thus to restrict himself to the perspective of collectivizing the conditions
of production without treating famil- ial relations of socialization themselves (see ch. 28).

For a useful clarification of the concept, which is also applicable to a theory of society, see
Kristina Schulz, Der Zange Arm der Provokation: Die Frauenbewegung in der Bundesrepublik
und in Frankreich 1968-1976 (Frankfurt/Main: Campus,, 2002), ch. V.2.

On the history of this calamitous distinc- tion, see Wolfgang Fritz Haug & Isabel Monal,
"Grundwiderspruch, Haupt-/Nebenwiderspruch", in W.F. Haug, ed. Historisch-kritisches
Worterbuch des Marxismus, Vol. 5 (Hamburg: Argument, 2001), pp. 1040-50

We can see how strong are the effects of this fatal legacy of socialism - the inability to take
account of functional differentiation - even today by con- sidering the socio-theoretical naivety
with which Gerald Cohen, even in 2009, sketches a vision of a future social society without even
speaking of the division between different spheres with their own logics of action. Instead, he

presents a model of a future society in the form of a camp in which there are no stable divisions
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21.

22.

23.

24.

between different social tasks organized according to specific rules (Gerald A. Cohen, Why Not
Socialism? Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2009). How fitting is the comment by
Emile Durkheim, a committed proponent of the necessity of functional differentiations that
social life could never consist in "military Life" Emile Durkheim, Moral Education: A Study in
the Theory and Application of the Sociology of Education (New York Press, 1961), P 160

Axel Honnet, Drei, nicht zwei Begriffe der Freiheit: Ein Vorschlag zur Erweiterung unseres
moralischen Selbstverstandnisses", in 0. Mitscherlich-Schonherr & M. Schlossberger eds, Die
Unergrundlichkeit der menschlichen Natur (Berlin: Akademie, 2015)

As a continuation of the justification I gave above for the socialist task of subjecting dominant
eco- nomic theories to critique (see note 20 in chapter III), socialism must always also offer a
critique of those dominant theories that also contribute to producing social reality in the spheres
of per- sonal relationships and political will-formation, e.g. standard liberal models of the family
or the domi- nant theory of democracy, which is firmly anchored in the concept of negative
freedom. If we accept the moral fact of functional differentiation in the sense presented here in a
strongly Hegelian manner, then it is not enough to present a critique of-political economy.
Instead, we must also offer a critique of hegemonial branches of knowledge that deal with the
other constitutive subsystems and whose con- cepts have always contributed to creating the
reality within these subsystems.

This tripartite division of the constitutive spheres does not only, by the way, coincide with Hegel
and Durkheim (on Durkheim, see Physik der Sitten und der Moral: Vorlesungen zur Soziologie
der Moral (Frankfurt/Main: Suhrkamp, 1999) but also with the differentiations made by John
Rawls with reference to the "basic structure" of society, which he regards to be the main object
of a theory of justice. See Rawls, Justice as Fairness, p. ro.

The best study on Hegel's use of the conception of the organism in his philosophy of right can be
found in Michael Wolff, "Hegels staatstheoretischer Organisinus: Zurn Begriff und zur Methode

der Hegelschen 'Staatswissenschaft"', Hegel-Studien vol. 19 (198 5), pp. 147-77. Here we also
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25.

26.

27.

28.

find indica- tions of how Marx picks up on this methodological element in Hegel's doctrine of
the state in order to make it useful for his own theory: Ibid., pp. 149f. On the use of the
conception of an organism in German Idealism, see Ernst-Wolfgang Bockenforde, "Organ,
Organismus, Organisation, politischer Korper", in Geschichtliche Grundbegriffe: Historisches
Lexikon zur politisch-sozialen Sprache in Deutsch/and, Vol. 4, pp. 519-622, here: pp. 579-86.
With reference to Durkheim, who makes systematic use of the analogy of an organism, see
Hartmann Tyrell, "Emile Durkheim - Das Dilemma der orga- nischen Solidariat", in N.
Luhmann, ed., Soziale Differenzierung, pp. 181-250.

This famous formulation stems from the preface to Marx's A Contribution to the Critique of
Political Economy: "At a certain stage of development, the material productive forces of society
come into conflict with the existing relations of production or- this merely expresses the same
thing in legal terms - with the property relations within the framework of which they have
operated hitherto. From forms of development of the productive forces these relations turn into
their fetters. Then begins an era of social revolution"(Karl Marx, "Preface to A Contribution to
the Critique of Political Economy" in Karl Marx: Selected Writings, pp. 209-13, here: p. 21I)
On the conception of an organism in the work of Marx, see Lars Hennings, Marx, Engels und
die Teilung der Arbeit: Ein einfuhrendes Lesebuch in Gesellschaftstheorie und Geschichte
(Berlin: GRIN Verlag,, 2012), pp. 204f.

The idea of understanding democracy not only as a political form of government, but as an entire
way of life, stems from John Dewey (see John Dewey, Democracy and Education, in The
Middle Works (1899-1924), Vol. 9 (Carbondale, IL: University of Southern Illinois Press, 198
5), here: pp. 92-4; "The Public and Its Problems", p. 329 ). Sidney Hook, a student of Dewey,
would later pick up this notion and further refine it in "Democracy as a Way of Life", Southern
Review, vol. 4 (1938), pp. 46-57; see also Roberto Frega, Le pragmatisme comme philosophie
sociale et politique (Lormont: Le Bord de I'eau, 2015), pp. rr3-33. I agree with the tradition of

pragmatism here, but expand it by adding the systematic thought of functional differentiation in
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

order to determine the spheres of action whose democratic and associative structure allow them
to make up an entire way of life.

Here I pick up on the liberal thought of Michael Walzer in order to make it fruitful for the idea
of socialism: Michael Walzer, "Liberalism and the Art of Separation", Political Theory, vol. 12,
no. 3 (1984), pp. 315-30.

For a critique of this premise of the dominant theory of differentiation, see Uwe Schimank, "Der
mangelnde Akteursbezug systemtheoretischer Erkliirungen gesellschaftlicher Differenzierung",
Zeitschrift fur Soziologie, vol. 14 (1985), pp. 421-34.

On the history of this discussion, which reaches far back into the past, see the collection by G.
Haupt,M. Lowy & C. Weill Les Marxistes et la question nationale r848-r9q: Etudes et textes
(Paris: Maspero, 1949).

See Dewey, The Public and Its Problems

Durkheim, Physik der Sitten und der Moral, pp. rr5£f.

Jiirger Habermas, The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An Inquiry into a
Category of Bourgeois Society (Cambridge: Polity, 1989). There remain a number of significant

1

differences between Dewey's "functionalist" conception and Habermas' "institutionalist"
conception (and that of Hannah Arendt). These differences become less pronounced, however,
the more Habermas comes to grasp the public sphere merely as a medium of civil society
(Habermas, Between Facts and Norms ch. 8).

See above, pp. 61ff.

On the epistemic role of the movements that are formed and articulated in the democratic public
sphere, see Elizabeth Anderson, "The Epistemology of Democracy", Episteme. A Journal of
Social Epistemology vol. 3, no. 1 (2006), pp. 8-22.

On this perspective, see Hans Joas, The Creativity of Action (Cambridge: Polity, 1996) ch. 4.3.

See above, pp. 73f.Z

On the attendant difficulties of such a project, see Kate Nash, ed., Transnationalizing the Public



40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

Sphere (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2014).
See Forschungsgruppe Weltgesellschaft, "Weltgesel- Ischsaft: Identifizierung eines 'Phantoms
Politische Vierteljahreszeitschrift, vol. 37, no 1 (1996), pp. 5-26; Lothar Brock & Mathias
Albert, "Entgrenzung der Staatenwelt: Zur Analyse weltgesellschaftlicher
Entwicklungstendenzen", Zeitschrift fur Internationale Beziehungen, Vol. 2, no. 2 (1995),pp.
259-85

Tyrell, "Anfragen an die Theorie der gesellschaftlichen Differenzierung", p. 187.

Ulrich Beck & Edgar Grande, "Jenseits des method- ologischen Nationalismus:
Auisereuropaische und europiiische Variationen der Zweiten Moderne", Soziale Welt,no. 61
(2010), pp. 187-216

Piketty, Capital in the Twenty-First Century, ch. 14.

See John Rawls, "Justice as Fairness: Political not Metaphysical", Philosophy and Public
Affairs, vol. 14 (1985),pp. 223-51

Socialism, however, is a "global theory", to use John Rawls' terminology, which offers good
reasons for hoping to become, unlike other "global theories", a theoretical platform for an

"overlapping consensus" under conditions of "rational pluralism".
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